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makings, *'. e.t so long as puch sacrifice is allowed in religion, presents
from one to another are exclusively of flesh.   Anent this sacrifice,
there is rife amongst all Moslems a belief, founded on a unanimous
verdict of Moslem doctors, and established upon  an indisputable
authority, to the effect that the animals so butchered serve the Moham-
medans on the day of judgment, when they ride on them in crossing
a bridge or pathway, called Pul-i-sarat, and running between heaven
and hell, through  which every Mussulman will have to go before
approaching God to account for his or her respective past wordly
actions ; and which none but the pious alone can safely pass.   Tradi-
tions abound as to the existence of this bridge, and the only admittedly
sound   undeniable conclusion, as deduced from them, is that once
passing the bridge is the third test out of several other trials which
Mussulmans have to experience prior to their reaching God to answer
for their deeds in the world.* The first trial is the death moment,
when, under awful agonies and* pangs, dying men, if true Moslems,
have to stand firm to their faith amidst   all temptations on the part
of the devil, who, according to Islamitic belief, then appears and
does his best to lead astray the dying individuals/ reducing them to
disavow Unitarianism, and the advent to this world of God's repre-
sentative, the Holy Prophet Mohammed^ The second trial being in the
grave where (so goes tradition), while the dead are buried,  two angels
from heaven resort to them to inquire about their faith, i. e.9 as to what
religion they embrace.   The answer, if given in conformity with the
Islamitic doctrine, paveS the way for their everlasting pleasures and
for calm undisturbed  rest   in   the tomb till Doomsday;  but the
answer, if otherwise, subjects them to a variety of privations and
sufferings up to the day in question.   The bridge   above   referred to
is, as per religious tenet, thinner than hair, having some millions of
miles distance between heaven and hell, and is invisible to unhallowed
beings, whose success in crossing it rests materially with the service and
assistance of the animals so killed on these three sacred days.   The
so-called sacrifice,   so says religion, dates from time immemorial,
and takes its origin from the time of the Holy Prophet, Abraham,
whom God first enjoined to kill in His way and name one the dearest
to him of all  earthly objects, meaning thereby the sacrifice of his